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Artists Target Ibexes

Art meets science at the UZH Zoological Museum: Students from Zurich University of the Arts present their

interpretations of genetic and ecological research on the ibex. In close dialogue with researchers at UZH and

the Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape Research, they have created a wide variety of

works, all waiting to be discovered at a special exhibition entitled “Displacements – Art, Science and the DNA

of the Ibex.”

View of the exhibition “Displacements – Art, Science and the DNA of the

Ibex” (Picture: Regula Bearth, ZHdK)

The video and sound installations, sculptures, and pictures on display at the exhibition aim to build new bridges

between art and the natural sciences. Magda Drozd, Nicola Genovese, and Aurélie Strumans, students from Zurich

University of the Arts (ZHdK), and the American artist Edward Monovich are showing their work at the Zoological

Museum at UZH. The exhibition architecture was designed by scenography student Cornelia Zierhofer. The exhibition

is a collaborative project between the artists-in-labs program of the Zurich University of the Arts and the Zoological

Museum of the University of Zurich.

Smuggled into Switzerland from Italy

The artists met with evolutionary and wild animal biologists from UZH and the Swiss Federal Institute for Forest,

Snow and Landscape Research to explore research into the habitats, behaviours, and genetics of the ibex. The ibex

is an animal with a turbulent history: The icon of the Swiss Alps became extinct in Switzerland 200 years ago, and

could only be resettled in this country after being smuggled from Italy.

An intimate view of the landscape

The first stop for visitors of the exhibition is the work of Valais artist Aurélie Strumans. Inspired by her foray into the

world of ibex research, she chose to focus on the various types of scientific observation. It struck her that scientists
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always look through binoculars, through a frame. Her thesis is that this individual focus creates privacy and greater

intimacy, obliterating the distance between the viewer and the observed object. Aurélie Strumans used her own tool,

her camera, to conduct her personal observations in the field. Her video installation plays with images and reveals a

surprising fictional dimension to the audience.

Lab noise transformed into music

Artist Magda Drozd visited the evolutionary biologists in their lab at UZH who are researching the genetics of the ibex

under the direction of Lukas Keller, director of the Zoological Museum and exhibition curator. Their lab work involves

numerous technical processes. Magda Drozd was struck by the precision with which scientists work with the tiniest

samples of DNA – and by how repetitive lab work can be. With her sound installation, she reinterprets the visual and

auditory material which she gathered in the lab. The noises of the lab are detached from their regular patterns and are

transformed into a musical composition.

Biological vulnerability laid bare

American artist Edward Monovich plays on the symbolic idealization of the ibex as “King of the Alps” – for example

with an oversized ibex horn created with a 3D printer. Monovich’s work also explores the ibex’s impoverished genetic

diversity. His “Genomic Portrait” juxtaposes the animal’s proud-looking appearance with its biological vulnerability.

“The data from our genetic research reveals diminished genetic diversity among ibex populations,” explains Lukas

Keller. “This means the ibex is less able to respond to environmental changes.”

Echoes of capitalist society

What aroused the interest of Italian-born Nicola Genovese was the way ibex fight. Male ibex battle among themselves

in order to define hierarchy and access to the females. “Genovese was very interested in the way the ibex fight, which

got him thinking about competition in capitalist society and the way this impacts the ecosystem,” explains Irène

Hediger, director of the artists-in-labs program at ZHdK and exhibition curator. This is manifested in Genovese’s work

by way of a huge cushion sculpture shaped like an ibex horn and a film projection.

Tracing the creative process 

Each artist and the scenographer have their own table at the rear of the exhibition to document their works. They use

drawings and personal objects to illustrate their ideas and their exchange with the scientists in the lab and in the field,

thereby taking visitors on a mental journey through their research process.

Special Exhibition: “Displacements – Art, Science and the DNA of the Ibex”

A collaborative project between the artists-in-labs program of the Zurich University of the Arts and the Zoological

Museum of the University of Zurich.

2 September to 19 November 2017

Opening 6 to 9pm on 1 September with an introduction at 6.30pm

Curated by Irène Hediger, Head of the artists-in-labs program at ZHdK, and

Lukas Keller, Director of the UZH Zoological Museum

Featuring works by Magda Drozd, Nicola Genovese, Edward Monovich, and Aurélie Strumans

Scenography designed by Cornelia Zierhofer

The special exhibition, curated by Lukas Keller and Irène Hediger, confronts, superimposes, and connects

disciplines: Students at the Zurich University of the Arts and the American artist Edward Monovich have engaged

with scientific research on the ibex to create artistic works. This collaborative play forms a space in which ideas,
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inquiries, analytical and creative processes revolve and stimulate each other.

Zoological Museum of the University of Zurich

Karl Schmid-Strasse 4

8006 Zurich

Tuesday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am-5pm

www.zm.uzh.ch/en.html

Information on the persons involved in the project

UZH Evolutionary Ecology and Genetics of Natural Populations Research Group

www.ieu.uzh.ch/en/research/evolbiol/natural.html

Ibex research at the WSL

http://www.wsl.ch/info/mitarbeitende/bollmann/index_EN

Artists’ websites

www.edwardmonovich.com/ , magdadrozd.allyou.net , www.nicolagenovese.org/ ,

www.aureliestrumans.tumblr.com/

The artists-in-labs program of the Zurich University of the Arts

For almost 15 years the artists-in-labs program (ail) has been facilitating artistic research by organizing and

supporting residencies for artists in laboratories and research institutes in all areas of science. Over this period

more than 35 artists have worked in scientific labs at 20 research institutes in Switzerland and abroad. Ail is part of

the Institute for Cultural Studies in the Arts, which belongs to the Department of Cultural Analysis and Education.

www.artistsinlabs.ch/en/

www.facebook.com/artistsinlabs
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Prof. Lukas Keller

Zoological Museum
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Phone +41 44 635 47 50  
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Irène Hediger

Artists-in-labs program

Institute for Cultural Studies in the Arts

Zurich University of the Arts

Phone +41 43 446 61 10

Mobile +41 79 467 93 77
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Media Relations

Universität Zürich
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In the foreground, the installation of Nicola Genovese (Picture: Regula Bearth, ZHdK)
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Edward Monovich's work, left to right: «Equilibrio», «Genomic Portrait» and «Living Data» (Picture: Regula Bearth, ZHdK)
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View of the works of Edward Monovich (Picture: Regula Bearth, ZHdK)
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